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SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION 

Under the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 

Type of Publication: Video Recording 

TITLE: Shane's World 

Other Known Title: Shane's World 5 

OFLC: 9801189 


The publication was examined and the contents were recorded in an examination 
transcript. A written consideration of the legal criteria was undertaken. This 
document provides a summary of the reasons for the decision. 


HEADNOTE 

Decision: 

The Classification Office has classified this publication as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 


DECISION 
Submission Procedure: 

The Labelling Body submitted this video recording to the Office of Film and 
Literature Classification (the Classification Office) under sl2(l) of the Films, Videos, 
and Publications Classification Act 1993 (the FVPC Act) for classification. 
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Under s23(l) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office is required to examine and 
classify the video recording. 

Under s23(2) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office must determine whether the 
video recording is to be classified as unrestricted, objectionable or objectionable 
except in certain circumstances. 


Description of the Publication: 

The publication is a video recording with a total running time of 116 min 35 sec. Its 
feature is entitled Shane's World, and is 99 min 46 sec in length. The remaining 
running time is made up of a safe sex notice, Video Wholesalers notice, FBI copyright 
warning notice, Odyssey Group Video notice, and trailers for the following sexually 
explicit features: Amsterdam Nights 2, Fade to Blue, Taboo 17, Sylvana Lady of Lust 
& Passion, Skin the Series, and Cumback Pussy Ill "Coast to Coast Rump Romp". 

The feature explicitly depicts sexual activity between females, and males and females. 
The activity depicted includes vaginal and anal intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, 
masturbation, and the use of dildos and vibrators. The activity is filmed in the course 
of a boating vacation organised by the feature's director, Shane (a female). One brief 
segment is entitled "Mistress Yvonne. No pain, no stain". This segment depicts two 
females simulating a mistress/slave scenario, which mainly involves extensive use of 
"dirty talk" between the participants. Another segment is entitled "Shane's helpful 
hints", and depicts two women, Shane and Yvonne, addressing their female viewers 
on how to prepare for engaging in anal intercourse, demonstrating the use of dildos 
and lubricant on each other. 

Throughout the sexual activity, the participants appear to be relaxed, and to enjoy the 
activity. As well as depicting sexual activity, the feature captures the participants 
engaging in everyday activity on board the boat. The feature as a whole has a friendly 
and humorous tone, occasionally making jokes about the nature of, or participants in, 
the adult entertainment industry. 


The meaning of “objectionable”: 

Section 3(1) of the FVPC Act sets out the meaning of the word “objectionable”. The 
section states that a publication is objectionable if it: 


describes, depicts, expresses, or otherwise deals with matters such as sex, horror, crime, 
cruelty, or violence in such a maimer that the availability of the publication is likely to be 
injurious to the public good. 


In classifying this video recording the main question is whether it deals with matters 
of sex in such a manner that the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious 
to the public good. 
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Certain publications are deemed to be objectionable: 

Pursuant to s3(2) of the FVPC Act, a publication is deemed to be objectionable if it 
promotes or supports, or tends to promote or support, certain activities listed in that 
subsection. None of the activities listed in s3(2) of the FVPC Act are promoted or 
supported in any way by Shane's World. 


Matters to be given particular weight: 

Section 3(3) of the FVPC Act deals with the matters which the Classification Office 
must give particular weight to in determining whether or not a publication (other than 
a publication deemed to be objectionable under s3(2)) is objectionable, or should be 
given a classification other than objectionable. 

The Classification Office has considered all the matters in s3(3). It does not consider 
any of these only matters to be relevant to Shane's World. 


Additional matters to be considered: 

Under s3(4) of the FVPC Act, the Classification Office must also consider the 
following additional matters: 

The dominant effect of the publication as a whole: 

The dominant effect of the publication is explicit sexual activity, shot within a 
friendly and relaxed environment, and apparently enjoyable to all participants. 

The impact of the medium in which the publication is presented: 


The publication is presented as a video recording. In this format it can be easily 
reproduced, and widely distributed through video rental outlets. Video recordings are 
generally viewed by individuals or small groups, inside private homes. Video 
technology allows for some degree of viewer control over the material. The viewer 
can, for example, rewind and replay certain scenes, or pause on high impact images. 

The character of the publication, including any merit, value, or importance that the publication has in 
relation to literary, artistic, social, cultural, educational, scientific, or other matters: 


The publication presents explicit scenes of sexual activity, intended for the sexual 
arousal of the viewer. It has little merit, value or importance in relation to the above 
factors. 


The persons, classes of persons, or age groups of the persons to whom the publication is intended or is 
likely to be made available: 
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The publication is intended to be made available to adult audiences. 


The purpose for which the publication is intended to be used: 


The publication is intended to be used to facilitate sexual arousal. 


Conclusion: 

The video recording Shane's World is classified as objectionable except if its 
availability is restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

This classification is based on the publication's treatment of matter of sex. The 
publication contains explicit scenes of sexual activity, which are presented in a 
manner intended to effect the sexual arousal of the viewer. 

This material is considered likely to render the publication's availability injurious to 
the public good, unless the publication is restricted to an adult audience. The 
publication is therefore classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons 
who have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

Where the Classification Office classifies any publication as a restricted publication, it 
is required under s27(l) of the FVPC Act to consider whether or not conditions in 
respect of the public display of the particular publication should be imposed. 

In considering the issue of public display, the Classification Office must have regard 
to the matters set out in s27(2) of the FVPC Act, namely: 

(a) The reasons for classifying the publication as a restricted publication; 

(b) The terms of the classification given to the publication; and 

(c) The likelihood that the public display of the publication, if not subject to conditions, or as the 
case may be, any particular condition, would cause offence to reasonable members of the 
public. 


The publication has been classified as restricted in availability to persons who have 
attained the age of 18 years, on the basis of its treatment of matters of sex. The title of 
the publication does not make reference to these matters, and its public display is not 
considered likely to cause offence to reasonable members of the public. Therefore, 
display conditions are not imposed on the publication. 




